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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
above-identified application: 

Listing of Claims 
1. (Currently Amended) A seal, comprising: 

a plurality of blades extending radially fiom a rotatable body and generally forming at 

least one row of blades; 

a plurality of blades extending radially from a stationary body towards the rotatable 
body and generally forrning at least one row of blades; Oftd 

wherein the plurality of blades extending radially from a the stationary body are 
positioned proximate to the plurality of blades extending from the rotatable body and are 
nonparallel with the plurality of blades extending from the rotatable bodyiand 

wherein the plurality of blades coupled to the rotatable body are positioned to direct 
fluids from thft at least one row of blades coupled to the r otatable body toward the at least one 
mw of blades coupled to the stationary body to limit leakage of fluids from a high pressure , 
area proximo to the at least one row o f blades coupled to the stationary bpdy to a low. 
pressure area proximate to the at least o ne row of blades coupled to the rotatable body . 
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2. (Original) The seal of claim 1, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body are generally orthogonal to the plurality of blades extending 
from the rotatable body. 

3. (Original) The seal of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the rotatable body are aligned at an angle of between about 1 degree and about 
89 degrees relative to a rotational axis of the rotatable body. 

4. . (Original) The seal of claim 3, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the rotatable body are aligned at an angle of about 60 degrees relative to a 
rotational axis of the rotatable body. 

5. (Original) The seal of claim 1, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body are aligned at an angle of between about 1 degree and about 
89 degrees relative to a rotational axis of the rotatable body. 

6. (Original) The seal of claim 5, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body are aligned at an angle of about 60 degrees relative to a 
rotational axis of the rotatable body. 



{WF249517;!} 
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7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Original) The seal of claim 1, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the rotatable body extend to within about 0.6 millimeters radially from the 
stationary body. 

1 0. (Original) The seal of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body extend to within about 0.6 rnillimeters radially from the 
rotatable body. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A seal, comprising: 

a plurality of blades extending radially from a rotatable body and positioned generally 
nonparallel to a rotational axis of the rotatable body, wherein the plurality of blades generally 
form at least one row of blades; 

a plurality of blades extending Tadially from a stationary body towards the rotatable 
body and positioned nonparallel to the rotational axis of the rotatable body, wherein the 
plurality of blades form at least one row of blades; aad 

IWP249517;!} 



PAGE 8/16* RCVD AT 8/29/2005 5:37:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/26 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:5616596313 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-38 



Aug-29-05 05:34pm Frcm-AkBrnan Senterf i tt 



5616595313 



T-069 P. 009/0 16 F-369 



U.S. Serial No. 10/797,452 

Amendment Dated August 29, 2005 

Response To Office Action Dated April 28, 2005 

wherein the plurality of blades extending radially from a die stationary body are 
positioned proximate to the plurality of blades extending from the rotatable body and are 
nonparallel with the plurality of blades extending from the rotatable bodyiand. 

wwin the plurality of blades coupled to the rot atable body are positioned to direct. 
fluids from the Rt least one row o f blades coupled to the rotatable body toward the at least one 
row of blades c ou pled to the s tationary body to limit leakage of fluids from a high pressure , 
area proximate to the at least Q Tie row of blades coupled to the stationary body tQ a low 
pressure area primate to the at least one r o w of blades coupled to the rotatable body . 

12. (Original) The seal of claim 11, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body are generally orthogonal to the plurality of blades extending 
from the rotatable body. 

1 3. (Original) The seal of claim 1 1 , wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the rotatable body are aligned at an angle of between about 1 degree and about 
89 degrees relative to a rotational axis of the rotatable body. 

14. (Original) The seal of claim 13, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the rotatable body are aligned at an angle of about 60 degrees relative to a 
rotational axis of the rotatable body. 

(WP2495t7;l) 
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1 5. (Original) The seal of claim 1 1 , wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body are aligned at an angle of between about 1 degree and about 
89 degrees relative to a rotational axis of the rotatable body. 

16. (Original) The seal of claim 15, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body are aligned at an angle of about 60 degrees relative to a 
rotational axis of the rotatable body. 

17: (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Original) The seal of claim 1.1, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the rotatable body extend to within about 0.6 millimeters radially from the 
stationary body. 

» 

20. (Original) The seal of claim 11, wherein the plurality of blades extending 
radially from the stationary body extend to within about 0.6 millimeters radially from the 
rotatable body. 

{WP249517;!} 
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